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○ Treasurer's room (Chambre du Trèsorier)

○ Chapel of San Marziale (Gran Tinello)

○ The Cloister (Le Cloître)

○ The Great audience (Large audience)

○ Cubicularius (Cubiculaire)

○ The gardens of the Palace of the Popes

○ Great Cellar of Benedict XII (Grand Cellier Benoit XII)



The city of Avignon is famous for having been the seat of 
the Pope from 1309 to 1377, a period which is defined as 
the "Avignonese Captivity". It was Pope Clement V who 

transferred his entire court from Rome. Since then, nine 
popes have succeeded each other, bringing a period of 

stability and prosperity to the city. The palace is one of the 
largest and most magnificent examples of the Gothic style. 

Benedict XII was responsible for the construction of the 
north-east side (old palace), while his successor Clement 

VI was responsible for the construction of the west side 
(new palace). Completed by Innocent VI, covering an area 
of   over 15,000 m2, this building combines the two souls of 

a palace and a fortress.

Popes' palace - History



The Old Palace
Benedict XII decided to enlarge the former episcopal palace in which he 
resided. The ancient building was razed to the ground and replaced with a 
much larger one, heavily fortified to defend against attacks and 
concentrated around a large cloister. The Pope's goal was to build a place 
suitable for prayer and which was well defended.

The New Palace
In this part of the building, commissioned by Clement VI, you can see the 

Pope's bedroom and study. The walls were decorated with leaf motifs, while the 
study boasts hunting and fishing scenes. It was Innocent VI who completed the 

embellishment of the rooms, while Urban V took care of arranging the large 
courtyard with the addition of the well and creating connections between the 

palace and the gardens.

Popes' palace - History



Popes' palace - The halls
The most important room is the one called "of the Great Audience", a masterpiece by Jean de Lauvres. It is 
52 meters long, over 16 meters wide and 11 meters high. It is made up of two naves divided by 5 pillars. 

Here the Sacra Rota, the Tribunal for 
Apostolic Causes, met. The north side of the 
hall was covered with a gigantic fresco of the 
Last Judgment. The most important place in 
the building is the Loggia, i.e. the churchyard 
of the Great Chapel. From here the Pope 
imparted the triple blessing. Particularly 
interesting is the deer room, which marks the 
transition from the Old Palace to the New 
Palace.



Popes’ Palace - The treasurer's room

The treasurer's room, a room of 170m2, 
housed the treasurer, who resided in this 
room located just above the Salle des Gardes.
Of impressive height, covered by a 
framework, this room communicates by three 
distinct doors with the gallery of the Conclave, 
the Salle des Gardes and the corner tower. 
Three large mullioned windows offer a 
panoramic view of the Place du Palais and the 
Petit Palais Museum.



Popes’ Palace - Chapel of San Marziale 

This small place of prayer which is part of the hall of 
the Gran Tinello is full of decorations rich in details, 
composed of frescoes painted by Matteo Giovannetti 

at the request of Clement VI. The scenes 
accompanied by captions and in alphabetical order, 
with perspective effects and an innovative realism, 
can be read in a spiral from the vault downwards. 

They narrate the wonderful life of San Marziale, who 
came to evangelize the Limousin region, the pope's 

native land, at the request of San Pietro. Matteo 
Giovannetti, in addition to those of the Chapel of San 
Marziale, executed the frescoes of the Chapel of San 
Giovanni and of the Sala dell'Udienza, characterized 
by a refinement and a wealth of details that prelude 

to the international Gothic.



Popes’ Palace - The cloister

The Cloister is made up of four buildings with different 
functions gathered around a courtyard. The wing of the 
consistory, to the east, is made up of two superimposed 
rooms: the consistory and the large dining room. To the 
south, the wing of the Guests or the Conclave is crossed by 
a covered passage, defended at each end by hinged doors 
and dominated by a room for operating the shutters. This 
wing has three levels: a vast hall 38 meters long was used 
to host the cardinals during the conclaves. Below are the 
lodgings of the bakers and bottlers. The bakers took care of 
making bread for the population of the building while the 
bottlers ensured the supply of wines and had the Great 
Cellar at their disposal, which is located below this house. 
To the west is the wing of the Families and to the north the 
Pontifical Chapel of Benedict XII.



Popes’ Palace - The Great Audience

The Great Audience is the masterpiece of the architect 
Jean de Louvres. It is 52 meters long, 16.30 wide and 11 
high. It is made up of two naves divided by five pillars, on 
which the pointed cross vaults rest. The Great Audience 
was the place where the Tribunal for Apostolic Causes met, 
later nicknamed the Sacra Rota due to the wheel-shaped 
masonry bench on which its members sat. The north side 
of the hall was covered by an immense fresco of the Last 
Judgment, which was supposed to underline the 
infallibility of the court. Below the Hall is the Great 
Chapel, built by Clement VII, which has the same 
dimensions and structures as the upper Hall.



Popes’ Palace - The Cubicularius

The room called Cubicolario is one of the most 
beautiful rooms of the Palace. It corresponds to 
the apartments of the pope’s cubicle, Bernard 
de Saint-Étienne. It is located behind the two 
towers of the main facade, where it overlooks 
with a window above the Porte des Champeaux, 
the main entrance of the building. The 
Cubicolario measures 9.80 meters by 7.40



The gardens of the Palace of the Popes

The gardens of the Palace of the Popes, which form 
an integral part of the visit to the monument, 
constitute a new attraction for the visitor: they open 
up an area for him to relax and allow him to better 
understand the entire palace of the Popes. This 
renovation is divided into two areas: the Palace 
Garden (or Benedetto XII Garden, 1250 m2) and the 
Pope's Garden (662 m2). The 14th century hydraulic 
network was chosen as a structuring element of the 
Palazzo Garden project; it delimits large rectangles 
in which Mediterranean plant species already 
attested in the fourteenth century in these papal 
gardens have been planted.



Popes’ Palace - Great Cellar of Benedict XII


